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Summary of Qualifications


Multimedia arts and culture journalist with almost 20 years of experience in the communications industry. Skilled writer, researcher, photographer, videographer, designer, planner and manager. Known for creativity, business innovation, technology skills, social media expertise, versatility and community relationship development.


Professional Experience

THE CLARION-LEDGER  




                  

Jackson, MS. — 2003-present - Covered trends, human interest stories, religion, food, crime, arts, entertainment and culture for print and online as a feature's reporter at Mississippi's largest daily newspaper. The Associated Press and Gannett News Service distributed that work in newspapers across the country, including USA TODAY.

 Conceptualized page design and art for story packages. Created illustrations.

 Coordinated and conducted photo shoots. 

 Shot and edited digital videos using Avid, iMovie, Killer Tracks and a number of related iPhone apps. 

 Provided input about social media and website innovation as a member of the newspaper’s technology committee. 

 Represented the paper at charity events.

 Taught a web design and social media class at The University of Mississippi's 2008 Journalism in the Digital Age conference.

 Created a “Mississippians” Facebook page to interact with readers that now has more than 700 members. 

 Created “Mississippi Style,” a professional blog that consistently ranked among the top 10 blogs on Clarionledger.com. Managed a similar personal blog, “What's Hip in the 'Sip.”

THE CLARION-LEDGER/THE MADISON COUNTY HERALD
    

Jackson, MS. — 2003-2007 - Covered crime, city government and features for two municipalities at this bureau of The Clarion-Ledger. Wrote for the print and web editions of The Herald, The Clarion-Ledger, The Rankin Ledger, The Northeast Ledger, The Clinton News and various company magazines. 

 Awarded a Child and Family Policy journalism fellowship in 2005 funded by the New York-based Foundation for Child Development to participate in a two-week program at the University of Maryland’s Phillip Merrill College of Journalism.

 Recognized with a Mississippi Press Association Freedom of Information honor for my coverage of police department corruption. The entry was in competition with newspapers in every circulation division.

THE NEW ALBANY GAZETTE
                                                       

Jackson, Miss. — 1998-2003 – Worked as a features editor, general assignment reporter, photographer and page designer at this biweekly newspaper. Covered schools, crime and the board of aldermen. 


 Edited “Local Color,” a weekly features section. Also, took pictures, wrote articles, designed pages and edited copy for “Local Color.” The Mississippi Press Association gave the “Weekly A” section top honors two years in a row. 

 Managed freelance columnists.

 Won a first place award from Landmark Community Newspapers Inc. for a story about the anniversary of a 1925 lynching and received a promotion.

 Helped with the company’s annual Sharing at Christmas toy drive for needy families.

THE LEE COUNTY COURIER
                                                      

Tupelo, Miss. — 1995-1998

Covered features, courts, cops, the school board and city council. 

 Took all photos that accompanied my stories and rolled and developed film in the darkroom.

 Wrote, photographed and designed a features page called After 60 about active senior citizens.

 Learned how to edit photos in Photoshop and paginate using Quark.

 Won numerous MPA awards, and represented the paper at community events.



















Honors and Awards

Best Feature Story - 1st place - 1995 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Feature Story - 3rd place - 1995 - Society for Professional Journalists National College Competition

Best Feature Photograph - 3rd place - 1996 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Sports Feature - 2nd place - 1997 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Feature Photograph - 2nd place - 1997 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Feature Photograph - 3rd place - 1997 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Picture/Story Combination - 2nd place - 1997 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Planned Series of Stories - 1st place - 1997 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Feature Photograph - 1st place - 1998 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Sports Feature - 2nd place - 1998 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Personality Portrait - 2nd place - 1998 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Sports Feature - 2nd place - 1999 - Mississippi Press Association

Best General News Photograph - 2nd place - 1999 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Personality Portrait - 2nd place - 1999 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Headline - 2nd place - 1999 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Picture-Story Combination - 2nd place - 1999 - Mississippi Press Association

Excellence in Column Writing - 3rd place - 1999 - LCNI Awards Competition

Best News or Feature Story Series - 2nd place - 1999 - LCNI Awards Competition

Best Photo Page Layout - 3rd place - 1999 - LCNI Awards Competition

Best Feature Story - 1st place - 2000 - LCNI Awards Competition

Best News Story - 3rd place - 2000 - LCNI Awards Competition

Best Feature Photo - 3rd place - 2000 - LCNI Awards Competition

Best Picture-Story Combination - 1st place - 2000 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Headline - 1st place - 2000 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Personality Portrait - 1st place - 2000 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Pictorial Series in One Issue - 1st place - 2000 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Pictorial Series in One Issue - 3rd place - 2000 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Lifestyles Page or Section - 3rd place - 2000 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Feature Story - 3rd place - 2001 - LCNI Awards Competition

Best Lifestyles Page or Section - 1st place - 2001 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Picture Story Combination - 1st place - 2001 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Personality Portrait - 3rd place - 2001 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Spot News Story - 3rd place - 2002 - Mississippi Press Association

Best General Interest Column - 2nd place - 2002 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Pictorial Series - 2nd place - 2002 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Lifestyles Page or Section - 1st place - 2002 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Headline - 1st place - 2002 - Mississippi Press Association

Best Special Lifestyle Page or Section - 3rd place - 2003 - Mississippi Press Association

Phillip Merrill College of Journalism Fellowship in Child and Family Policy: 2005 — Studied child and family policy  

       issues at the University of Maryland and in Washington, D.C., for two weeks.

Best General News Story: 2005 — 3rd place — Mississippi Press Association

Best Spot News Story: 2005 — 3rd place — Mississippi Press Association

Best In-depth/Investigative Story: 2005 — 3rd place — Mississippi Press Association

Best Feature Story: 2005 — 3rd place — Mississippi Press Association

    Best Personality Portrait: 2005 — Honorable Mention — Mississippi Press Association

Freedom of Information Award: 2005 — Honorable Mention — Mississippi Press Association

Collaborative features staff awards: 2005-present 

    Journalism in the Digital Age — 2008 — Taught a newspaper web design seminar during this conference at The University of Mississippi.

   Best Planned Series of Stories — 2013 — 1st place  — Mississippi Press Association

   Best Feature Story – 2013 — 3rd place — Mississippi Press Association

EARLY EXPERIENCE                                                   


 








WCBI TELEVISION, 


TUPELO BUREAU	                                                    Tupelo, Miss. — Summer of 1996�Followed reporters on assignments during this internship. 


Learned about the fast-paced broadcast industry while 


writing voice-overs that aired on newscasts. Helped carry


equipment, shoot video, operate the TelePrompTer, 


interview, collect information, answer phones and call 


police stations in search of daily leads.





CHANNEL 12 NEWSWATCH                                                    Oxford, Miss. — 1995-1997�Worked as a television reporter. Operated a camera


for the live, nightly newscast. Served as on-air interviewer 


and weather person. Shot stand-ups and edited my own


video packages. Wrote voice-overs for anchors, ripped 


scripts, operated the TelePrompTer, and learned how


to mix music and sound effects with B-roll.





WUMS RADIO	                                                    Oxford, Miss. — Summer of 1994�Worked as a radio reporter. Learned about story 


composition and writing differences for print and 


broadcast journalism while writing and recording stories. 


Served as an on-air anchor and weather person. 


Produced a news and weather segment.








WNAU RADIO	                                                    


New Albany, Miss. — Summer of 1992�Worked as a radio DJ, helped cover sporting events 


and acquired my radio broadcasting license.


.








OTHER SKILLS AND TOOLS


Proficient in Quark, Quark Pagination System, Photoshop, 


Avid, Dreamweaver MX, Audacity, Blogger, WordPress, Tumblr, 


iMovie, Killer Tracks, Animoto, and various social media tools


like Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Linkedin, etc.


 HTML and web design. Designed my site


lareecarucker.com 


Knowledge of basic Spanish


.








“From the moment I met LaReeca, I saw something special in her. She’s innovative (she has her own Web site), she takes the initiative (she’s always the first to offer ideas about our Web site, and any other issue on the table), she’s productive (she produces more copy than anyone in the Style department), she works hard (never is she late for work, and she stays until the job is done) and takes pride in any task tossed her way (she loves challenges). . . So, no matter the task at hand, she’ll give you everything – and more.” --- Don Hudson, former managing editor of The Clarion-Ledger/executive editor of the Decatur Daily.














lareecarucker.com





EDUCATION� Universityof Mississippi  - B.A. in English, print journalism 


and broadcast journalism.� Graduate coursework in semantics, contemporary literature


and Southern literature.


                                                                                                    














THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN	                                                   


 Oxford, Miss. — 1993-1997�Covered a variety of stories as a freelance writer, from the


publication of a William Faulkner cookbook to alcohol


legalization issues and a church burning.








OTHER EXPERIENCE	                                                    


Spent August of 1999 traveling through Europe and 


photographing sites in England, Holland, Switzerland, 


Austria, Germany, Liechtenstein, Italy, Vatican City, 


Monaco and France. 


.








RECOMMENDATIONS	                                                    





.








“LaReeca always seemed to find interesting angles to 


stories others could have easily written as standard and 


boring. She also has a knack for identifying trends before 


others. During interviews with sources, I have witnessed 


her way of making them feel comfortable enough to 


reveal more information than they'd ordinarily share 


with others. LaReeca has a natural curiosity of the world, 


essential for anyone who will excel in her field. I highly recommend her as someone trusted to exceed 


expectations.”   --- Robbie Ward, staff writer at the 


Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal.


.








View more recommendations at LinkedIn.com	                                                    











“LaReeca is a talented writer and has a creative spirit. 


Her reporting on pop culture, religion and general features 


is compelling. She knows how to find sources that get to 


the heart of the story, and she markets her work well 


through social media. LaReeca is an asset to The 


Clarion-Ledger, and the skills she has developed there 


would serve her well at other newspapers or in the PR/communications field.”   --- Sandi Beason, public 


realtions and communications


.











